
 

 

 

 

1 

Course Schedule PHIL2101, Fall 2021 
Instructor: Michael L. J. Greer, she/her 

mgreer@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
 

Important Dates to Keep in Mind 
August 24th – Last day to drop for 100% tuition refund 

August 31st – Last day to add a course 
September 9th – Last day for pass/fail 

December 13th – Last to withdraw with W 
December 15-21 – Final exam week 

December 21st – End of Fall Term 
December 27th – Final Grade Submission Deadline 

 
Notes: 

● This schedule is subject to change based on the progress of the class. 
● See “Assignments and Grading” Tab on the class website.  
● PSA = “Philosophical Skills Assignment.” While there are four opportunities to hand these in, I only require you to hand in 

one, and if you hand in more than one I take the highest grade.  
 

Unit Week dates Guiding Question(s)/ Read/Watch/Attend Assignments Due 
Dates 

  Week 1 
8/25 - 8/29 

What are we doing when we do 
philosophy? 

Attend: Live session 8/25 
Syllabus Day 
Read: Nothing  

Intro Assignment due 8.29 

mailto:mgreer@gradcenter.cuny.edu
https://introphil.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
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EPISTEMOLOGY 
  
  
  
  
  

Week 2 
8/30 - 9/5 

How can we know what is real 
and what isn't? 

Attend: Live session 8/30 
Read: Nicholas Bostrom, Are You Living 
in a Computer Simulation? 
 
Attend: Live session 9/1 
Read: (1) Plato, Republic, Book VII. Read 
here, listen here. 
(2) Selections (61-71) from Douglas 
Drabkin’s The Intelligent Troglodyte’s 
Guide to Plato’s Republic 
  

    

Week 3 
9/6 - 9/12 

 N/A No class 9/6 
 
No class 9/8 

Note to Self 1 due 9.6 

Week 4 
9/13 - 9/19 

What can we know?  Attend: Live session 9/13 
Read: Zhuangzi, Section 2, The Butterfly 
Dream 
 
No class 9/15 

PSA Hand In 9.15 

Week 5 
9/20 - 9/26 

How is knowledge shaped or  
constrained by your location? 
 

Attend: Live session 9/20 
Read: Thi Nguyen, Escape the Echo 
Chamber 
 
 
Attend: Live session 9/22 
Read: Briana Toole, From Standpoint 
Epistemology to Epistemic Oppression 
 
 

Organize First Group 
Meeting and  
send Prof Greer the 
meeting details (time, 
date, Zoom info) 

9.20 

https://www.simulation-argument.com/simulation.pdf
https://www.simulation-argument.com/simulation.pdf
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.8.vii.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag8yy-JhRmk
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=philosophy_oer
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=philosophy_oer
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=philosophy_oer
https://terebess.hu/english/chuangtzu.html#2
https://terebess.hu/english/chuangtzu.html#2
https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
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Week 6  
9/27 - 10/3 

  
Attend: Live session 9/27 
Read: Briana Toole, From Standpoint 
Epistemology to Epistemic Oppression 
(continued) 
 

  

(Why) Is truth important?   
Attend: Live session 9/29 
Read: Friedrich Nietzsche, On Truth and 
Lies in a Non-Moral Sense 
  

    

  
Week 7 

10/4-10/10 
 

 
Attend: Live session 10/4 
Gordon Pennycook, Why bullshit is no 
laughing matter 
 

Last day to come to 
my office hours for 
credit.  

10.4 

AXIOLOGY 
 

Week 7 
10/4-10/10 

 
What is morally important? 

Attend: Live session 10/6 
Read: William James, The Moral 
Philosopher and the Moral Life 

  

Week 8  
10/11 - 
10/17 

(continued)  
No class 10/11 
 
Attend: Live session 10/13 
Read: John Stuart Mill, chapters 1, 2, and 
4 from Utilitarianism 
  

Short Essay 1 Due 
 
PSA Hand In 

10.11 
 
10.17 

https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
https://aeon.co/essays/why-its-as-hard-to-escape-an-echo-chamber-as-it-is-to-flee-a-cult
https://onemorelibrary.com/index.php/en/?option=com_djclassifieds&format=raw&view=download&task=download&fid=3355
https://onemorelibrary.com/index.php/en/?option=com_djclassifieds&format=raw&view=download&task=download&fid=3355
https://aeon.co/ideas/why-bullshit-is-no-laughing-matter
https://aeon.co/ideas/why-bullshit-is-no-laughing-matter
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/intejethi.1.3.2375309?mobileUi=0&
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/intejethi.1.3.2375309?mobileUi=0&
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/11224/11224-h/11224-h.htm
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Week 9 
10/18 - 
10/24 

(continued) Attend: Live session 10/18 
Read:  
(1) Ta-Nehisi Coates, The case for 
reparations 
(2) Kevin D. Richardson , The Case 
Against Reparations  
 
Listen to:  
(3) Olúfẹ́mi O. Táíwò, Climate 
Colonialism and Reparations 
 
Attend: Live session 10/20 
Read: 
(1) Jeremy Fischer & Rachel Fredericks, 
The Creeps as a Moral Emotion 
(2) Audre Lorde, The Uses of Anger 
 
Watch:  
(3) Myisha Cherry, Anger is not a Bad 
Word TED Talk 
  

Literature Review 
Summary due on BB 
and in shared drive 

 10.18 

 
Week 10  
10/25 - 
10/31 

Should there be a revolution? 
What should it look like?  

 
Attend: Live session 10/25 
Read: (1) Martin Luther King, Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail. Listen here, read 
here. 
(2) Ashwin Bhumbla, Why Saying Rioting 
is Bad is Bullshit 
 

  
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2014/05/30/the-case-against-reparations/
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2014/05/30/the-case-against-reparations/
https://forthewild.world/listen/olufemi-o-taiwo-on-climate-colonialism-and-reparations-216
https://forthewild.world/listen/olufemi-o-taiwo-on-climate-colonialism-and-reparations-216
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/ergo/12405314.0007.006/--creeps-as-a-moral-emotion?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/wsq/509/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uysTk2EIotw&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uysTk2EIotw&feature=emb_title
https://soundcloud.com/splcenter/audio-martin-luther-king
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/sites/mlk/files/letterfrombirmingham_wwcw_0.pdf
https://medium.com/@ashwin.bhumbla/why-saying-rioting-is-bad-is-bullshit-908620d930d1
https://medium.com/@ashwin.bhumbla/why-saying-rioting-is-bad-is-bullshit-908620d930d1
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Attend: Live session 10/27  
Watch:  
(1) Audre Lorde, Youtube video: There is 
no hierarchy of oppressions 
 
Read: 
(2) Lila Abu-Lughod, Do Muslim Women 
Need Saving?   

Week 11 
11/1 - 11/7 

(continued) Attend: Live session 11/1 
Attend: Live session 11/3 
 
Reading for both classes: 
(1) Robert Paul Wolff, “The Conflict 
between Authority and Autonomy” and 
“Beyond the Legitimate State” from In 
Defense of Anarchism 
 
(2) Case study: Prison and Police 
Abolution. Click on the following Critical 
Resistance graphic: Reform vs. Abolition  

Upload Group Project 
Proposal to BB  
 
PSA Hand in  

11.1 
 
 
11.3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CPAlSVaiL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CPAlSVaiL8
https://ideas.time.com/2013/11/01/do-muslim-women-need-saving/
https://ideas.time.com/2013/11/01/do-muslim-women-need-saving/
https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/robert-paul-wolff-in-defense-of-anarchism
http://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CR_abolitioniststeps_antiexpansion_2021_eng.pdf
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METAPHYSICS 
  
  
  
  

Week 12 
11/8 - 11/14 

 
Where and what is the self? 

 
Attend: Live session 11/8 
Read: Class 1: 
(1) John Locke, The Prince and the 
Cobbler, chapter 27 in An Essay 
Concerning Human Understanding 
 
(2) Podcast episode with Nigel 
Wharburton and Anthony Grayling on 
Personal Identity. Listen here. 
 
Attend: Live session 11/10 
~ Class cancelled ~  

  

Week 13 
11/15 - 
11/21 

(continued)  
Attend: Live session 11/15 
Read:  
(1) Kristin Seemuth Whaley, Are we 
Animals? Animals and Personal Identity 
 
Watch: 
(2) Daniel Dennett’s Where Am I (on 
Youtube Part 1 here, Part 2 here, Part 3 
here) 
  
Attend: Live session 11/17 
Read: Shayla Love, What Waking Up in a 
Friend’s Body Does to Your Mind  

Short Essay 2 Due 
 
Groups receive 
feedback on Project  
Proposals 

11.15 
 
11.15 

Week 14 
11/22 - 
11/28 

Are there "kinds" of people?  Attend: Live session 11/22 
Read: Lisa Guenther, The Concrete Abyss 
 
Attend: Live session 11/24 

    

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/10615/10615-h/10615-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/10615/10615-h/10615-h.htm
https://player.fm/series/exploring-philosophy/personal-identity
https://1000wordphilosophy.com/2021/03/11/are-we-animals-animalism-and-personal-identity/?fbclid=IwAR16W69R3MchaWXkkohY6bPc1unjCdUV7NB7AML_uKam8Oa5u_2LBWMrvig
https://1000wordphilosophy.com/2021/03/11/are-we-animals-animalism-and-personal-identity/?fbclid=IwAR16W69R3MchaWXkkohY6bPc1unjCdUV7NB7AML_uKam8Oa5u_2LBWMrvig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_8yo5hacKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh3Ld4OdXCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEFhqRAvFiY
https://www.vice.com/en/article/4ay8gw/what-waking-up-in-a-friends-body-does-to-your-mind?fbclid=IwAR1fmIBt8c0s1eLNjTP7sRHSdCi5zVzhXAiRuJYtOhEifGPPAMkOadUObuo
https://www.vice.com/en/article/4ay8gw/what-waking-up-in-a-friends-body-does-to-your-mind?fbclid=IwAR1fmIBt8c0s1eLNjTP7sRHSdCi5zVzhXAiRuJYtOhEifGPPAMkOadUObuo
https://aeon.co/essays/why-solitary-confinement-degrades-us-all
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(1) Ian Hacking, Making Up People 
(2) Anna Mollow, The Ninety-Five 
Percent: Fighting Neoliberalism and 
Fatphobia Together 

Week 15  
11/29 - 12/5 

Do race(s) and gender(s) exist?  Attend: Live session 11/29 
Hacking and Mollow continued.  
 
 
Attend: Live session 12/1 
Read:  
(1) Linda Martín Alcoff, Philosophy and 
Racial Identity 
 
Watch: 
(2) Prince Ea, I am NOT Black, you are 
NOT White  

    

Week 16  
12/6 - 12/12 

Buffer week Attend: Live session 12/6  
Read: Robin Dembroff, Why be 
nonbinary? 
 
Attend: Live session 12/8 
Buffer Day 

PSA Hand In  12.8 

  Week 17 
12/13 - 
12/19 

  Attend: Live session 12/13 
Presentations 
 
Attend: Live session 12/15 
Presentations  

Group Presentations 
 
 
 
Short Essay 3 Due  
 

12.13 
and 
12.15 
 
12.13 
 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/session?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lrb.co.uk%2Fthe-paper%2Fv28%2Fn16%2Fian-hacking%2Fmaking-up-people%3Freferrer%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fintrophil.commons.gc.cuny.edu%252F&s=eTSlWr1FdvGZ5TG/xgKQbyD2Juuw3UVi975b+qnjwNG3C9fckTDw+RjoO/7/b10pl7kGmuFUPkwhIbhYiPaC6ke9dWw2KuJ1OzmAdaDoiX4rwWLm8+FW+uSul20g2aJTWXZsItuNdQid3GuRf6w9VVQhgmq5M8O5UrO7CnfkWQ7zk+gllIIaJjwdBsJajrsc+exSu0GE3kdFePqEE85smRgp1ucUdgbMmJ5W3yvodogWYRBW
http://foodfatnessfitness.com/2016/02/02/fighting-neoliberalism-and-fatphobia-together/
http://foodfatnessfitness.com/2016/02/02/fighting-neoliberalism-and-fatphobia-together/
http://foodfatnessfitness.com/2016/02/02/fighting-neoliberalism-and-fatphobia-together/
https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/article/philosophy-and-racial-identity?highlight=metaphysics%20of%20race
https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/article/philosophy-and-racial-identity?highlight=metaphysics%20of%20race
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0qD2K2RWkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0qD2K2RWkc
https://aeon.co/essays/nonbinary-identity-is-a-radical-stance-against-gender-segregation
https://aeon.co/essays/nonbinary-identity-is-a-radical-stance-against-gender-segregation
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Note to Self 2 due 12.15 
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